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Six Challenges for Higher Education in the world of Technology-Enhanced Learning

In this paper I describe the gradually increasing challenge for Higher Education in the UK consequent on what can be described as a shift from ‘vertical’ to ‘horizontal ‘ learning.  This shift reflects a number of changes in the HE environment – changes in the characteristics of the learners, the increasing flexibility of delivery, the demands of a knowledge-based economy, changes in our understanding of pedagogy, and particularly changes in the way learners now interact with both materials and people through technology. I illustrate these with examples from current policy debates in UK HE. The debates can be presented as six challenges for policy. For each challenge I consider the opportunity for technology-enhanced learning.
The challenges are:

1. To shape learners that self-regulate, and reflect on, their own learning.
2. To maximise the engagement and empowerment of learners from the start of their experience of higher education.

3. To fully understand the importance of the learner’s relationship with peers.

4. To find ways of assessing learners for their effectiveness in groups, as well as individually.

5. To ensure that individual learners are not disadvantaged by a ‘digital divide’.

6. To assure quality of learning outcomes in greatly diverse circumstances for learning.

For each challenge I will briefly consider current research evidence, and reflect on the cultural context that shapes the debate.
